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Arizona CTF Hacking Competition

ASU, NAU, U of A, and GCU are hosting the inaugural Arizona CTF
Hacking Competition hosted on the pwn.college platform. The CTF
will be held on April 5, 2025, from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. This
opportunity is open to undergraduate students at any Arizona higher
education institution. 

This is an individual hybrid event, and participants will be able to
access the competition remotely or in person at one of the host
institutions. 

Participants can register
at https://specialevents.asu.edu/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=831251&

Has someone in CAST helped you this year? Now, we need your help!
Please consider nominating CAST staff, professors, and adjunct
professors for our annual awards. It takes just a quick email to tell the
story of how you've been supported by our employees. Please submit
soon before the April 18th deadline. 

Outstanding Faculty Awards

Outstanding Adjunct Awards

Outstanding Staff Awards

UPCOMING EVENTS

Topics in Chinese National Security (TCNS)
The series will run weekly 3/25 to 5/13 at 5PM EST.

Special guest faculty Owen Sirrs will provide one-hour lecturers on
Topics in Chinese National Security. 

The same Zoom link will be used each week:

https://unh.zoom.us/j/92783674250

4/1/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series: Belt-and-Road Initiative
4/8/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series: Taiwan Besieged
4/15/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series: China, Russia, and Ukraine
4/22/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series: Chinese Views of the United States
4/29/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series:  South China Sea Disputes
5/6/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series: An Introduction to the Chinese
Communist Party
5/13/2025 5PM EST Topics in Chinese National Security
(TCNS) Lecture Series: Chinese Strategic Weapons

Owen Sirrs has been Adjunct Professor at the University of
Montana's Defense Critical and Culture Program since 2008
where he has taught regional security issues to the U.S. Army's
Special Forces and the National Intelligence community. He
previously served as senior Intelligence Officer at the Defense
Intelligence Agency in Washington, DC and specialized in the
Middle East. He is the author of several books on low intensity
conflict including Iran's Qods Force (2022). He is a graduate of
Georgetown University (1993), the U.S. Naval War College (2002)
and the U.S. National Intelligence University (2002). He is
currently pursuing his Doctorate in War Studies at Kings College
London.

DISC in the Desert 2025
April 9, 2025 in Phoenix

Join us for this year’s Dragos Industrial Security Conference
(DISC) in the Desert. You’ll learn the latest information about
ICS/OT threats, malware, incidents and vulnerabilities from the
Dragos intelligence and threat operations team. 

Learn More & Register

WiCyS Virtual Conference & Career Fair 2025
April 9/10 2025 

We are thrilled to announce that the WiCyS Virtual Conference is
returning in 2025! This year, we are excited to offer 27 virtual
sessions featuring presenters live via Zoom on April 9th and 10th,
2025.

Our virtual event aims to enhance accessibility and provide
increased opportunities for individuals to experience the WiCyS
conference content. Participants will enjoy access to five recorded
keynotes and 27 live sessions on April 9th from 10:00 am to 5:00
pm CT and April 10th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm CT.

New for this year, the virtual career fair, which is open to all
attendees, will run on April 10th from 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. CT.
This will allow participants to fully engage in the career fair
without missing sessions. We are also announcing that we will be
hosting an International Virtual Career Fair on April 9th from 5:00
a.m. to 7:00 a.m. CT.

Interactive chat features will be active and carefully moderated
throughout the event, facilitating genuine interaction and
connection within our community. Recordings of all virtual
sessions will be available for one month, empowering attendees to
revisit and deepen their learning.

Take advantage of this unique opportunity to connect, learn, and
grow professionally. Secure your spot on February 10th at 10:00
am CT and join us live from EVERYWHERE on April 9th and 10,
2025!

COST
WiCyS members: $100
Non-members: $200
WiCyS student members: $20
Note: There is no non-member student registration available.

Virtual Conference Agenda 2025

Virtual Conference: Wednesday, April 9th (10 am-5 pm
CT) Thursday, April 10th (9 am-12 pm CT)
Virtual Career Fair: Thursday, April 10th (12:30-5:30 pm CT)
Virtual International Career Fair: Wednesday, April 9th (5:00
am – 7:00 am CT)

Register Here

Attention CIIO Students! 
 
If you will be graduating in the next year and are considering graduate studies
in cybersecurity, please join us for an information session where we will be
providing details about CAST’s Master of Science in Cyber & Information
Operations (MS CIO)! 
 
As cyber-attacks grow more numerous and complex and their impact more
consequential, consider deepening your knowledge of cybersecurity by
pursuing the MS in Cyber & Information Operations . With the same faculty
who teach our NSA-designated undergraduate Cyber Operations program,
you'll conduct an in-depth examination of topics like traffic analysis, cloud
security, information warfare, zero trust defensive techniques and more.  
 
In addition to having our Graduate faculty members provide information about
their courses, we'll be joined by one of our graduating MS students who will
talk about their experience in the program.  
 
Join our information session on 4/15 at 5:00pm AZ Time to learn more! 
 
You can register
here: https://arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/gyQRzSOYRrWlqtbjw5prrA  

 

Where in the OSINT World Do You Belong?

This week we’re breaking down:

 The many job roles where OSINT skills show up (even if
“OSINT” isn’t in the name)

 A few underrated skills no one talks about (  hey there,
OpSec + time management)

Whether you’re brand new or already in the field, this post is for
you.

OSINT isn’t one job—it’s a whole world. 

Read Here
 

Safeguarding Information Security - The
DSA in Action
Virtual, April 3, 2025

Join us for an insider’s look at how the
European Commission is putting the Digital
Services Act (DSA) into action. Ľuboš Kukliš, Lead on Information
Integrity for the DSA framework at the Commission, will share the
latest developments around the DSA’s implementation –
specifically in the area of information integrity.

The session will explore how the DSA addresses the risks to
information integrity, the role of the Commission in overseeing its
implementation during elections, and how the Code of Practice on
Disinformation is evolving into the DSA’s formal code of conduct.

Register Here

SANS Emerging Threat Summit
Virtual, May 14, 2025

Join us for cutting-edge insights,
techniques, and solutions to guide you
through the most pressing cybersecurity
challenges. This agenda is your roadmap to understanding
evolving security threats and to creating actionable strategies to
help your organization respond.

The agenda is now live, and packed with highly technical talks
covering:

The role of AI in cyber defense
The path to quantum security readiness
Post-quantum cryptography 
The evolving threats to communication and data
The future of digital forensics 
And so much more! 

No matter your background or skill level, you’ll have the chance to
learn, connect, and share with thousands of cybersecurity
professionals in attendance from around the globe.

Register Here

Cyber Tech Talk: Innovations in Cyber
Virtual, May 8, 2025

Ladies and gentlemen, we are excited to announce the next Cyber Tech
Talk event in our series focusing on “Innovations in Cyber.” Our next
event will be virtual using Teams which USCYBERCOM Office of
Academic Engagements (OAE) will showcase the work of the University
of Colorado-Colorado Springs (UCCS) faculty and staff have been doing.
The UCCS Virtual Tech Talk will be broadcast to the AEN as well as
USCYBERCOM.

Join us as we showcase the extraordinary things UCCS is researching on
Thursday, May 8, 2025.

Register Here

Cyber Saguaros Cybersecurity
Club

Cyber Saguaros is a student group
that focuses on cyber security

education, capture-the-flag
competitions, and industry

networking for students wanting to
work in a field involving cyber

security.
More Information

Women in Cybersecurity

The mission of the WiCyS Student
Chapter is to build a community
within UArizona that promotes

women's education, participation,
and leadership in the field of

cybersecurity. 
More Information

The Dead Drop

View the current and past issues of
The Dead Drop.

The Packet

View the current and past issues of
The Packet.

FEATURED
OPPORTUNITIES

U.S Army Cyber Command Rising Leadership Developmental
Program (RLDP)

The Office of Academic Engagements is thrilled to share this
exciting news about the U.S. Cyber Command summer internship
opportunities. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to
showcase their abilities.

Conditions for summer internships: 

Applicants must have at least one academic semester after
completing the summer internship they are applying for.

Conditions for 3-year fellowships: 

Applicants must graduate from their academic program
before starting the fellowship they are applying for.

Eligibility:

U.S. citizenship
Pass a pre-employment drug test
Obtain a Top Secret/Sensitive Compartmented Information
security clearance
Pass a Counterintelligence Polygraph examination

Required Documents for the RLDP program:

1. RLDP Application (below)
2. Unofficial transcripts
3. Resume (cover letter is optional)

Learn More & Apply

U.S. Department of Homeland Security Cybersecurity Service

Opportunities in the DHS Cybersecurity Service are open to
people with prior federal experience, and people who have never
worked for the Federal Government.

Before you apply below, please note that to be considered you
must be:

A U.S. Citizen or national
18 years of age
Registered for the Selective Service (if you are a male)
Able to undergo and successfully complete a background
investigation
Able to submit to a drug test and receive a negative result
Able to comply with ethics and standards of conduct
requirements, including completing any applicable financial
disclosure

If you successfully complete the application process and receive a
tentative DHS Cybersecurity Service job offer, applicable
employment eligibility requirements, including those you must
comply with throughout your appointment at DHS, will be
communicated to you in writing.

The United States Government does not discriminate in
employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex (including
pregnancy and gender identity), national origin, political affiliation,
sexual orientation, marital status, disability, genetic information,
age, membership in an employee organization, retaliation,
parental status, military service, or other non-merit factor.

If you need a reasonable accommodation at any point during the
application process, email our recruiting team
at cybersecurityservice@hq.dhs.gov for assistance.

Learn More & Apply
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UPCOMING APPLICATION
DEADLINES 

MAY
2

Fall 2025 Future Leaders in Public Service
Internship Program

Program details: This is an opportunity for
students of all majors to gain professional
experience in the federal government. Since
2022, the program has led highly skilled
talent from across the country into
government and offers students the
opportunity to apply their educational training
to work in a federal agency. 
Location: Remote or in-person in
Washington, D.C.
Audience: Undergraduate, graduate and
professional students in all academic
disciplines
Application deadline: Friday, May 2

The Partnership is monitoring the impact of the
recent presidential actions on federal internship
and early-career talent programs. At this time, the
fall 2025 Future Leaders program proceeds as
planned; applicants will be notified of any changes.

How to Apply

Application Deadline: May 2, 2025

MAY
25

The University of Arizona NASA Space Grant
Undergraduate Internship Program

Overview: The University of Arizona NASA Space
Grant undergraduate internship program is intended to
provide a paid research experience for undergraduate
students. Internship positions are meant to help
students develop their professional/career interests
and open the doors to scientific work. Space Grant
internships provide mentored, research, research &
development, science writing, science policy, or
science education opportunities. Through this
program, interns are able to explore career options and
broaden their education with rich, hands-on work
through the full process of inquiry and discovery.

How to Apply

Application Deadline: May 25, 2025

MAY
31

University South Foundation Scholarship 
 

Must reside in Cochise County
Must be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident

Except as specified with Education
Unidos/IME-Becas scholarships

Actively resides in Cochise County OR resides in
Sonora, Mexico, but is actively working in
Cochise County and only applying for Education
Unidos or IME-Becas
Meets one of the following enrollment criteria at
an accrediated institution by July 10, 2025:

Enrolled in six or more units of upper-
division (Junior/Senior) undergraduate
coursework
Enrolled in five or more units of
graduate/doctoral coursework
Enrolled in a certificate program

Undergraduate or certificate-seeking student
with a minimum 2.75 GPA or graduate/doctoral
student with a minimum 3.0 GPA
Not eligible for Qualified Tuition Reduction (QTR)
benefits

Neither applicant, spouse, nor a
parent/guardian is employed by a Public
University in Arizona

How to Apply

Application Deadline: May 31, 2025

JUNE
14

2025 NMIF Merit Scholarship Program

Are you an undergraduate
sophomore, junior, or senior,
a master's student, or PhD
candidate at an accredited
U.S.-based college or
university? Are you actively
in pursuit of a career in the
U.S. intelligence, defense,
and national security
community? Apply today for an NMIF Merit
Scholarship through our new and improved online
application form via www.nmif.org. This application
must be completed in one sitting, this form cannot
be saved and returned to later. 

Eligibility Requirements Summary:

    U.S. Citizenship
    Undergraduate Sophomore-Senior, Graduate

student, PhD Candidate
    Full-time student (enrolled in 12 credits, unless

student provides justification that their
university considers student full time with less
credits)

    Consent to NMIF's ability to post your name,
photo, and summary on NMIF website, social
media platforms, and at our annual Night of
Heroes Gala

Application Deadline: June 14, 2025

Apply Here
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Arizona
CAPTURETHEFLAG
HackingCompetition
Areyouanundergraduatestudentinterestedinwhitehathacking,
andenrolledatanArizonacommunitycollegeoruniversity?

TestyourskillsintheArizonaCapturetheFlagCompetition!
HostedbyArizonaStateUniversity,GrandCanyonUniversity,
NorthernArizonaUniversity,andtheUniversityofArizona,this

one-daycybersecuritycompetitionwillfeaturehands-onchallenges
onpwn.college.Prizeswillbeawardedtothetopperformers!

DATE:SATURDAY,05APRIL,2025
TIME:10:00AM-5:00PMMST

LOCATIONS:InPersonatASUTempe,GCUPhoenix,
NAUFlagstaff,andUATucson,anda
virtualoptionforremotecompetitors

TYPE:Individualcompetitors(noteams)

ELIGIBILITY:OpentoallArizonaundergraduates

ASUnitiativecurity

CenterforCybersecurityand
TrustedFoundations

GRANDCANYON
UNIVERSITY

REGISTERTOCOMPETE

Questions?Contactcyber@asu.edu

NAU
NORTHERN
ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY

A
THEUNIVERSITY
OFARIZONA
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