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LECTURE SPEAKER SERIES WITH

MARCH 25 – MAY 13TH, 5 PM EST
Zoom Link
3/25/2025    China Geopolitics
   4/1/2025    Belt-and-Road Initiative
   4/8/2025    Taiwan Besieged
4/15/2025    China, Russia, and Ukraine
4/22/2025    Chinese Views of the   
           United States
4/29/2025    South China Sea Disputes
   5/6/2025    An Introduction to the   
           Chinese Communist Party
5/13/2025    Chinese Strategic Weapons

Owen Sirrs has been an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Montana's Defense Critical and 
Culture Program since 2008, where he has taught 
regional security issues to the U.S. Army's Special 
Forces and the National Intelligence community. 
He previously served as senior Intelligence 
Officer at the Defense Intelligence Agency in 
Washington, DC and specialized in the Middle 
East. He is the author of several books on low-
intensity conflict, including Iran's Qods Force 
(2022). He is a graduate of Georgetown University 
(1993), the U.S. Naval War College (2002), and the 
U.S. National Intelligence University (2002). He is 
currently pursuing his Doctorate in War Studies at 
Kings College London.

https://unh.zoom.us/j/92783674250
https://www.umt.edu/mansfield/dclcp/
https://www.umt.edu/mansfield/dclcp/
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https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/tech-forward/quantum-sensing-poised-to-realize-immense-potential-in-many-sectors
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/science-education/science-topics/sensors#:~:text=Sensors%20are%20tools%20that%20detect,quantities%20and%20qualities%20they%20detect.




https://phys.org/news/2021-02-quantum-entire-radio-frequency-spectrum.html
https://www.army.mil/article/233809/army_scientists_create_innovative_quantum_sensor
https://www.army.mil/article/233809/army_scientists_create_innovative_quantum_sensor
https://mapscaping.com/difference-between-supervised-and-unsupervised-image-classification/


https://www.nga.mil/assets/files/170901-038_GEOINT_Basic_Doctrine_Pub_1.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41377-024-01476-4
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=quantum+imaging#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:813476f2,vid:44qLttzr_gw,st:0
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10923495/#:~:text=Here%2C%20we%20present%20imaging%20by,stray%20light%20than%20classical%20imaging.


https://www.petersonschriever.spaceforce.mil/Newsroom/News/Display/Article/1404832/cobra-dane-radarprotecting-the-us-from-abroad/
https://www.keysight.com/us/en/assets/6123-1550/lessons/0040RadarBasicsforElectronicWarfareSystems004RadarMeasurements.mp4?courseId=40&nextLessonNumber=5
https://www.sensortips.com/featured/how-does-a-quantum-radar-sensor-work/
https://www.bvp.com/atlas/exploring-the-quantum-triad-quantum-sensing
https://www.bvp.com/atlas/exploring-the-quantum-triad-quantum-sensing
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/tech-forward/quantum-sensing-poised-to-realize-immense-potential-in-many-sectors


https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/tech-forward/quantum-sensing-poised-to-realize-immense-potential-in-many-sectors
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/quantum-sensor-sunlight-environment-magnetic-field


”F N T V B U I   B P 

 L O U   T L   T A U,   B U   

B P   T   D T E B U.”

- Aristotle 

   



DEEP DIVE

Tech Triumphs or Terrors: 
The Implications of Emerging 
Technologies on 
Bioterrorism

Synthetic Biology and 
Biosecurity: Challenging the 
“Myths”

Mitigating Risks from Gene 
Editing and Synthetic 
Biology: Global Governance 
Priorities

Biosecurity in the Age of AI: 
What’s the Risk?

Synthetic biology: Recent 
progress, biosafety and 
biosecurity concerns, and 
possible solutions

From Biowarfare to 
Bioterrorism: the future of 
biological threats in the AI 
era

AI and the Evolution of 
Biological National Security 
Risks

Balancing Innovation and 
Biosecurity: Governing the 
Dual-Use Risks of AI in 
Synthetic Biology

Bioterrorism
synthetic 

biology

+

https://gnet-research.org/2024/02/21/tech-triumphs-or-terrors-the-implications-of-emerging-technologies-on-bioterrorism/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/02/21/tech-triumphs-or-terrors-the-implications-of-emerging-technologies-on-bioterrorism/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/02/21/tech-triumphs-or-terrors-the-implications-of-emerging-technologies-on-bioterrorism/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/02/21/tech-triumphs-or-terrors-the-implications-of-emerging-technologies-on-bioterrorism/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4139924/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4139924/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4139924/
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/10/mitigating-risks-from-gene-editing-and-synthetic-biology-global-governance-priorities?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/10/mitigating-risks-from-gene-editing-and-synthetic-biology-global-governance-priorities?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/10/mitigating-risks-from-gene-editing-and-synthetic-biology-global-governance-priorities?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/10/mitigating-risks-from-gene-editing-and-synthetic-biology-global-governance-priorities?lang=en
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/biosecurity-age-ai-whats-risk
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/biosecurity-age-ai-whats-risk
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2588933818300104
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2588933818300104
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2588933818300104
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2588933818300104
https://tech4future.info/en/bioterrorism-biological-threats-in-the-ai-era/
https://tech4future.info/en/bioterrorism-biological-threats-in-the-ai-era/
https://tech4future.info/en/bioterrorism-biological-threats-in-the-ai-era/
https://tech4future.info/en/bioterrorism-biological-threats-in-the-ai-era/
https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/ai-and-the-evolution-of-biological-national-security-risks
https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/ai-and-the-evolution-of-biological-national-security-risks
https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/ai-and-the-evolution-of-biological-national-security-risks
https://biosecurityfundamentals.com/projects/balancing-innovation-and-biosecurity-governing-the-dual-use-risks-of-ai-in-synthetic-biology/
https://biosecurityfundamentals.com/projects/balancing-innovation-and-biosecurity-governing-the-dual-use-risks-of-ai-in-synthetic-biology/
https://biosecurityfundamentals.com/projects/balancing-innovation-and-biosecurity-governing-the-dual-use-risks-of-ai-in-synthetic-biology/
https://biosecurityfundamentals.com/projects/balancing-innovation-and-biosecurity-governing-the-dual-use-risks-of-ai-in-synthetic-biology/


ANNUAL THREAT 

ASSESSMENT 
OF THE U.S. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY

Stay informed on the latest 
national security threats.

DOWNLOAD TODAY

https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2025-Unclassified-Report.pdf


Palantir Chief Technology 

Officer Declares U.S.- China 

AI Arms Race

Palantir's Chief Technology 

Officer, Shyam Sankar, 

described the U.S.-China AI 

rivalry as an "AI arms race" 

during a recent earnings call, 

emphasizing concerns over 

economic competition, 

intellectual property theft, and 

China’s geopolitical influence 

through its Belt and Road 

Initiative. He also linked China's 

role in the fentanyl crisis to 

broader national security risks. 

Palantir reported a 75% 

increase in adjusted earnings 

per share and 36% revenue 

growth to $828 million, driven 

by advancements in large 

language models and the 

pursuit of artificial general 

intelligence, positioning the 

company as a leader in AI-

driven national security 

solutions. 

NATO recently conducted 

naval drone trials in the 

Baltic Sea from February 17-

20, aiming to enhance 

maritime surveillance and 

protect undersea 

infrastructure. The exercise, 

led by Task Force X, 

integrated manned and 

unmanned vessels in live-

firing drills and tactical 

maneuvers. Participating 

forces included NATO’s 

Standing Maritime Group 1, 

the Royal Danish Navy, and 

the German Navy. Adm. 

Pierre Vandier emphasized 

the goal of filling surveillance 

gaps, particularly in areas 

not covered by existing 

tracking systems like the 

Automatic Identification 

System (AIS). DefenseNews

NEWS
INTEL IN THE

The U.S. Army's Fort 

Huachuca has launched 

the Threat Immersion 

Program to enhance 

military intelligence 

training by familiarizing 

soldiers with adversaries' 

equipment and tactics. 

This initiative combines 

hands-on exposure to real 

and simulated enemy 

hardware with digital 

tools, such as interactive 

quizzes, to reinforce 

classroom learning. The 

program aims to cultivate 

intelligence professionals 

capable of instinctively 

identifying and countering 

real-world threats. 

ClearanceJobs.com

NATO trials naval drones 

in Baltic Sea demo

U.S. Army Launches Bold 

New Intelligence Training 

at Fort Huachuca

https://www.investors.com/news/technology/palantir-stock-chief-technology-officer-declares-us-china-ai-arms-race/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/02/27/nato-trials-naval-drones-in-baltic-sea-demo/
https://news.clearancejobs.com/2025/03/03/u-s-army-launches-bold-new-intelligence-training-at-fort-huachuca/


UNIFYING MISSION FOR

GLOBAL CHALLENGES

intelsummit.org



INTEL
IMMEMORIAL

THE ARREST OF ROBERT HANSSEN

LEGACY OF A DOUBLE AGENT



ADVISORS
CERTIFICATE

ADVISORS

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=9985e6cba59e767a6a78a2c70e2c68f0b53a7842d79badcb9f82ffabc303b834fafe7a30782a4e61b3acd065cc163c08ee61fac3bb56aa25
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=9985e6cba59e767ae664def673a8811a46dd65492aaca48243d6ac70989fdab85a33b4ed6b2d4a0e7e2b2c1e94bec2ace86c7c7868b87b0f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=9985e6cba59e767ae38bed1e1438ce2249664e39f5f7faa4981480775c94d0237b26bc33176dce0c542bca1ce59ed71806543dc5e7c2f185
mailto:CASTAdvising@arizona.edu






















WHAT VALUE GOES IN THE 
QUESTION MARK? 

USE YOUR LOGIC SKILLS TO 
SOLVE THIS TEASER

BRAIN
GAMES

?

27

96

24



INTELLIGENCE CHALLENGES IN THE 

FACE OF RAPIDLY INTENSIFYING 

MULTIPOLAR THREATS









American Enterprise Institute Internships

Boren Awards

CATO Institute Internship Program

Center for Global Development Careers and Fellowships

Center for Immigration Studies Internship Program

Center for Strategic and International Studies Internships

Council on Foreign Relations Internships

In Roads Internship Program 

Migration Policy Institute Internship Program

Organization of American States Internship Program

U.S. Institute for Peace Research Program

Wilson Center Internships

Central Intelligence Agency Student Programs

Defense Intelligence Agency Internships

Department of Defense Civilian Careers Internships

Department of Homeland Security Internship Program

Federal Bureau of Investigations Internship Program

National Security Agency Student Programs

State Department Student Internship Program

UN Refugee Agency Internships

U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe Max Kampelman 

Fellowships

White House Jobs & Internships – Information and Resources

https://www.aei.org/internships/
https://www.borenawards.org/
https://www.cato.org/internships/home
https://www.cgdev.org/careers
https://cis.org/Center-Immigration-Studies-Internship-Program
https://careers.csis.org/internships
https://www.cfr.org/career-opportunities/internships
https://inroads.org/internships-program/
https://cis.org/Center-Immigration-Studies-Internship-Program
https://www.oas.org/en/saf/dhr/internships/
https://www.usip.org/about/careers/research-assistant-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/science-and-technology-innovation-program
https://www.cia.gov/careers/student-programs/
https://www.dia.mil/Careers/Internships/
https://www.dodciviliancareers.com/civiliancareers/internships
https://www.dhs.gov/homeland-security-careers/office-intelligence-and-analysis-internship-program
https://fbijobs.gov/students-and-graduates
https://www.intelligencecareers.gov/nsa/students-and-internships
https://careers.state.gov/interns-fellows/student-internship-program/
https://unhcr.wd3.myworkdayjobs.com/External?workerSubType=0ae8a7e93e8e1000e427112b7fcf0000&locationCountry=bc33aa3152ec42d4995f4791a106ed09
https://www.csce.gov/about-csce/join-our-team/max-kampelman-fellowships
https://www.csce.gov/about-csce/join-our-team/max-kampelman-fellowships
https://www.whitehouse.gov/cea/information-resources/




Future Leaders in 

Public Service

Internship Program

ONLINE 
APPLICATION

https://gogovernment.org/fellowship/future-leaders-in-public-service-internship-program/future-leaders-fall-2025-application/
https://gogovernment.org/fellowship/future-leaders-in-public-service-internship-program/future-leaders-fall-2025-application/
https://gogovernment.org/fellowship/future-leaders-in-public-service-internship-program/future-leaders-in-public-service-internship-program-fall-2025/




mailto:lillian.abril@cbp.dhs.gov




U.S. Intelligence Careers

Puzzle Answers

Solve This Cryptogram: Phrase: “Quality is not an 

act, it is a habit.” -Aristotle

Brain Games: 10



Talent, Meet Opportunity.

Get hired. 

Get discovered. 

Get connected. 

Get involved and make an impact. 

arizona.joinhandshake.com
login with your NetID and password



CHECK 
YOURSELF!
MITIGATING OUR BIASES TO BECOME 
BETTER INTELLIGENCE PROFESSIONALS 

ESCALATION OF 
COMMITMENT



http://www.linkedin.com/in/uarizonacast
https://twitter.com/uarizonacast?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/UarizonaCAST/?rf=168280709848933
https://www.instagram.com/uarizonacast/?hl=en
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