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ON THE COVER

Our cover proudly pays homage to our 

active duty military intelligence personnel. 

Sailors are seen launching a fixed wing 

Scan Eagle. This intelligence sensor is 

designed to provide reconnaissance, 

surveillance and target acquisition data 

support for active battlefield damage 

assessment missions. 
Photo Credit: U.S. Navy (Public Domain)  
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Russia-Ukraine War: Operational Considerations for Winter 

Offensive 

REFERENCE: The New York Times, The Washington Post, (*Other sources 

are non-attributional at request of the source)

As Russia and Ukraine make preparations for the winter, Russia is in the 

throes of a mobilization and consolidation of forces for a continued ground 

offensive through the winter. The United States and other Ukrainian partners 

are scrambling to deploy surface to air missiles and missile defense systems 

to Ukraine as Russia reshuffles the military’s leadership and refines 

operational plans for the winter months. The New York Times reported on 

October 12th that the U.S. is “scouring the globe” to source soviet era 

munitions and equipment- which the Ukrainian military is more familiar using 

in combat. Former eastern-bloc countries that use Soviet-era equipment are 

not as willing to commit additional assets to Ukraine at the expense of their 

own national defense. 

Analyst Comment: We assess Russia will consolidate forces in October 

and attempt counterattacks through the winter to solidify its hold on key 

cities in the Donbass region of Ukraine. Critical forces that would support 

this strategy are Russia’s Wagner Group, Combined Arms Armies operating 

out of Crimea and Donbass, and the VKS, or Russian Aerospace Forces, 

including Russia’s heavy bomber regiments and long-range missile capabilities, 

hence Ukraine desperately needs to deploy critical long range artillery/rocket 

batteries and missile defenses before winter. 

Environmental Impacts: Climatology for Ukraine pegs average 

temperatures in November between 25 and 35˚F, with dwindling daylight and 

frigid dawn hours throughout the winter. This will challenge poorly trained 

and under-equipped personnel on both sides and will potentially create a 

humanitarian crisis in Ukraine because Russia will continue the assault on 

Ukrainian critical infrastructure to strain provisioning of oil and electricity 

during winter months. This will also exacerbate challenges for Ukrainian 

logistics/domestic support to military operations. The winter weather will 

possibly give Russia an edge in increased mobility and maneuver along the 

frigid plains of Ukraine.

-------------------------------NOTHING FOLLOWS----------------------------------

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/12/world/europe/russia-ukraine-war.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/10/06/ukraine-russia-winter-strategy/




BECOME AN



EXCELLENCE STARTS HERE.

•

•

•

•

mailto:ciio@arizona.edu


BY CRAIG A. NAZARETH 
AND

TRAVIS PETERSON

AN IIO STUDENT’S EXPERIENCE 

WITH INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS 

FORCASTING THE DPRK:



DPRK vehicles transport intercontinental ballistic 

missiles (ICBM) during North Korea Victory Day

Source: Stephen Krasowski @Flickr

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rapidtravelchai/9465934852/


Figure 1. Alternative Futures: Foresight Analysis Structured Analytical Technique; 

Source: Travis Peterson

United Nations Headquarters, General 

Assembly; Potential Influencer for DPRK 

Analysis; Source: Davi Mendes



Figure 2. Sampling of evidence used in Analysis of Competing Hypotheses; Source: Travis Peterson

Evidence H1 H2 H3 H4

First successful ICMB tests in 2017 of Hwasong-14 followed by another 

successful ICMB, Hwasong-15 (Missile Defense Project, 2022). C N N C

DPRK’s ICMB program a primary motive for U.S. deployment of Ground-based 

Midcourse Defense System (Missile Defense Project, 2022).

C I C C

China likely to participate in future UNSC resolutions related to DPRK nuclear 

activities, but denuclearization is unlikely a goal of Beijing. DPRK regime stability, 

not denuclearization, is a higher priority to China (Li & Li, 2020). 

I I C C

China voted for harsher UNSC sanctions in Feb 2017 in response to DPRK 

ICBM test (Li & Li, 2020).

I I C C

Russia reinforcing ties w/ the DPRK to further Russian strategic goal of 

undermining U.S. influence in the Indo-Pacific region (Lee, 2022). 

N C I I

2021 Russia and China draft resolution to ease sanctions on DPRK’s exports, 

lifting ban on North Korean’s working abroad, and exempting inter-Korean rail 

and road projects from sanctions (Nichols, 2021).

C C I I

Hwasong-17 tested for first time in Mar 2022 resulted in failure, tested again in 

late Mar, and claimed success, but likely Hwasong-15; new tactical guided missile 

tested in Apr (Cha & Katz, 2022) 

C I I C

DPRK has conducted 142 missile tests under Kim Jong-Un (KJU), 2012-2022, 

exceeding 62 conducted from 1984 – 2009, 13 tests conducted in 2022 alone 

(DIA, 2021), (Cha & Katz, 2022).

C I I C

DPRK cyber actors generate estimated $860 million through illicit means, some 

likely going to DPRK’s WMD and weapons programs (DIA, 2021).

C N I C

TOTALS 19 6 7 20

C: Consistent   I: Inconsistent    N: Neutral



DEEP DIVE

Why China-Taiwan Relations Are 

So Tense

Taiwan: Political and Security 

Issues

Fact Sheet: U.S. Relations With Taiwan

Executive Summary: An American 

Perspective on the Role of Taiwan in 

US-China Relations

Taiwan and Cross-Strait Relations:

Policy Solutions and In-depth 

Analysis of the Complex 

Relationship between Mainland 

China and Taiwan

Podcast: The Taiwan Take

Podcast: China in the World

Article: The World According to Xi 

Jinping

Podcast (Fresh Air) : 'Danger Zone' 

author warns of growing tension 

between China and the U.S. 

CHINA/TAIWAN

RELATIONS

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-taiwan-relations-tension-us-policy-biden
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF10275
https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-taiwan/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/an-american-perspective-on-the-role-of-taiwan-in-us-china-relations/
https://www.stimson.org/project/taiwan-and-cross-strait-relations/
https://www.stimson.org/project/taiwan-and-cross-strait-relations/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-taiwan-take/id1487913289
https://carnegieendowment.org/chinaintheworld
https://carnegieendowment.org/chinaintheworld
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/china/world-according-xi-jinping-china-ideologue-kevin-rudd
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/24/1119214761/danger-zone-author-warns-of-growing-tension-between-china-and-the-u-s


“Y Q B   R E V C   E Z   A 

R T Z K S B.”

-Robert Wilson,

Director/Playwright, American Theater
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ILLUSION 

CHECK 
YOURSELF!
MITIGATING OUR BIASES TO BECOME 
BETTER INTELLIGENCE PROFESSIONALS 



MESSAGE FROM YOUR
ACADEMIC ADVISOR 

https://azcast.arizona.edu/student-services/advising/meet-your-advisor
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WHAT LETTER REPLACES THE

QUESTION MARK? 

3                45                2

1                H I                2

7                2

8                Q

6                7

?                9









The U.S. Department of State is currently accepting applications for the Virtual Student 
Federal Service (VSFS).

The Virtual Student Federal Service is the largest virtual internship program in the 
world! This year we will offer 3,000 positions with 52 federal agencies. VSFS offers 
unique mentoring and exposure to job opportunities within the U.S. government.

Each year, applications are open to U.S. college students during the entire month of 
July. Go to VSFS to see the 950+ projects available. Then, create an account on 
USAJOBS.gov, build a resume, and apply to the VSFS Vacancy Announcement. VSFS 
does not require any documentation, but you may upload transcripts in your USAJOBS 
profile if you like. The most important part of your VSFS application is your personal 
statement of interest.

VSFS interns should expect to spend ten hours a week on their project from 
September through May. This is unpaid, volunteer work, but interns make connections 
that make a difference, gain valuable experience, and sometimes get course credit. All 
applicants must be U.S. citizens in student status at a university or college in the U.S. or 
abroad. VSFS is open to undergrad through PhD candidates taking classes full or part-
time, in-person or online.

https://email.recsolu.com/ss/c/JKlkbK31yliYKjy7hZrBB79GmBBiFdnV4UwhunuAa9Y/3df/PPVdSpfqTDmA3ScB9Co-Pw/h15/UJh-Vk1-Qx7UZhPyI-ZcyENE7uGzE_VYhDNBf_bGUNU
https://email.recsolu.com/ss/c/JKlkbK31yliYKjy7hZrBB79GmBBiFdnV4UwhunuAa9Y/3df/PPVdSpfqTDmA3ScB9Co-Pw/h16/J3K20z8xapxC-W6hquf-tAOLjxAc-rBmfzOxsXTzUMs
https://email.recsolu.com/ss/c/E8IO3o4nIh5CS2K94y3nLqlcapOKeHNuL5P_MJKBJ5_7dRe0XHM6qAZWqx_XN0Hh_VUN_fSI6aZoiNxzgvsAEQ/3df/PPVdSpfqTDmA3ScB9Co-Pw/h17/0PgjPf_onGmM4Hf8W5dGQJGYVKuI6jFNLTlEvprOVTQ


SCHOLARSHIPS

Undergraduate Training Assistance 
Program (UTAP)



JOB BOARD

https://apply.intelligencecareers.gov/job-description/1179670
https://apply.intelligencecareers.gov/job-description/1178216
https://apply.intelligencecareers.gov/job-description/20230003
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/683883600
https://careers.jacobs.com/job/16707498/counterintelligence-training-developer-intermediate-dot-d-fort-huachuca-az/
https://careers.rtx.com/global/en/job/01561965?rx_campaign=indeed0&rx_ch=jobp4p&rx_group=122223&rx_job=01561965&rx_r=none&rx_source=Indeed&rx_ts=20221022T160439Z&rx_vp=cpc&codes=INDEED&rx_p=9XBPL7CANI&rx_viewer=c400a57b523e11ed820485bde62f9cdecfacf9697d4d4252b4a240c27fe492cc


CAREER RESOURCES

U.S. Intelligence Careers

Solve This: Cryptogram Phrase: “The mind is a 

muscle.”

Logic Lounge: Q (Add the three numbers in each 

square together giving the numerical value of the 

letter at the center of each square.)



Talent, Meet Opportunity.

Get hired. 

Get discovered. 

Get connected. 

Get involved and make an impact. 

arizona.joinhandshake.com
login with your NetID and password
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http://www.linkedin.com/in/uarizonacast
https://twitter.com/uarizonacast?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/UarizonaCAST/?rf=168280709848933
https://www.instagram.com/uarizonacast/?hl=en

